
Introduction to  
the KidneyWise 
Clinical Toolkit

The KidneyWise Clinical Toolkit is intended to provide guidance on the identification, detection, 
and management of chronic kidney disease (CKD) in primary care.  The Toolkit also helps inform 
which individuals are likely to benefit from a referral to nephrology.

The Ontario Renal Network, a division of Cancer Care Ontario and an agency of the provincial 
government, is responsible for overseeing and funding the delivery of chronic kidney disease 
services across Ontario. By establishing consistent standards and guidelines, based on the best 
available evidence, along with information systems that measure performance, the ORN supports a 
continuously improving kidney care system in Ontario.

By using the Toolkit, Primary Care Providers (PCPs) can identify people at high risk of developing 
CKD, order the appropriate tests to confirm diagnosis, and best manage the disease to help prevent 
further progression and reduce cardiovascular risk.

The KidneyWise Clinical Toolkit has three components:

A Clinical Algorithm  
that can be used at the 
point of care.

An Evidence Summary 
offering PCPs further 
details regarding the 
Clinical Algorithm content 
including references that 
were used in the 
development of the 
Toolkit and; 

An Outpatient 
Nephrology Referral 
Form outlining 
appropriate clinical 
scenarios that may require 
PCPs to request 
consultation with a 
nephrologist, as well as 
the appropriate 
investigations that should 
accompany the referral.

Disclaimer

The KidneyWise Clinical Toolkit (“Toolkit”) was created by the Ontario Renal Network, a division of Cancer Care Ontario. The Toolkit is subject to change, revision or restatement from time to time, without prior notice. 

The Toolkit is intended for use by healthcare professionals. It is not a substitute for independent clinical judgment. Physicians and other healthcare professionals using the Toolkit should always exercise their own clinical judgment when making medical decisions. If you are not a medical professional 
then your use of the Toolkit is at your own risk. The Toolkit is not intended to constitute medical advice or professional diagnosis, and should not be relied upon in any such regard. Never disregard professional medical advice or delay in seeking it because of something you have read on this website.

By accessing or using the Toolkit, you agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions.

© 2018 Cancer Care Ontario, all rights reserved.

Cancer Care Ontario is committed to ensuring accessible services and communications to individuals with disabilities. To receive any information in these documents in an alternate format, please contact Cancer Care Ontario’s Communications Department at: 1-855-460-2647, TTY (416) 217-1815,  
or by email: legalandprivacyoffice@cancercare.on.ca. 
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The KidneyWise Clinical Algorithm was created as a resource for primary care providers (PCPs) to aid in the identi�cation, 
detection, and management of chronic kidney disease (CKD), including referral.  
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. Frail and/or elderly people with a limited life expectancy

. When clinical circumstances warrant investigation for suspected acute kidney injury (i.e. volume depletion, urinary obstruction, etc.) or glomerulonephritis 

. When an eGFR (estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate) is necessary for prescribing medications that require dose adjustment for reduced kidney function
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